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YARLOOP BUSHFIRE — RECOVERY EFFORT 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [9.01 am]: I rise to provide an update on the state government’s 
Yarloop bushfire recovery effort. On 6 January last year, bushfires devastated the community of Yarloop, 
destroying 181 properties and businesses as well as a large number of farm buildings and sheds. Tragically, the 
fire claimed the lives of two Yarloop locals—73-year-old Malcolm Taylor and 77-year-old Vietnam veteran 
Leslie Taylor. Last year, on 19 January, Dr Ken Michael was appointed state recovery controller to oversee the 
safe and efficient clean-up of damaged homes. The clean-up was the most complex ever undertaken by the 
Western Australian government. The state spent more than $60 million on the recovery effort. 

Following extensive consultation with landowners, households, shires and community groups, the town of Yarloop 
was officially re-opened on 12 August last year. Yarloop Police Station was reopened three months later and 
Yarloop Primary School reopened for term 1 this year. However, the task of remediating the historic Yarloop 
railway workshops was far more challenging, given the extensive asbestos contamination—a legacy of the 
historical industrial use of the site. Given the depth of asbestos contamination, the remediation of the site involved 
a combination of totally removing the asbestos and sealing the asbestos. Working with the shire, the State Heritage 
Office and volunteer groups, many of the historic locomotives were able to be salvaged. The majority of the 
remediation works was completed ahead of schedule, with only some hydromulching still to be carried out. I am 
pleased to say that last Friday, the Yarloop Workshops were handed back to the shire and the people of Yarloop. 
This is an important milestone for Yarloop. The railway workshops have been part of that community since 1895. 
They are an icon. They have withstood the devastation of fire, and their story is not over yet. 

This now ends the state government’s role in helping the town of Yarloop and the Shires of Harvey and Waroona 
with remediation and recovery works. The people of Yarloop and Waroona have shown enormous resilience. We 
will never walk away from them. We will always stand ready to assist that community in any way we can. 
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